
August 5, 2019 
 
Dear Escondido Families, 
  
I hope you are enjoying the last days of summer break. I also hope you are relaxed, recharged, and ready to start a 
new school year. I am so delighted that you are part of our amazing learning community. I welcome and value 
your positive energy and dedication to excellence in education, and I look forward to working with you and your 
children. 
  
All signs point to another incredible and productive school year. Our skilled and devoted staff is already planning 
and preparing for your child(ren). Our enthusiastic office team is registering new families, ordering needed 
materials, and updating student files. Our hard-working and conscientious custodians have spent the entire 
summer thoroughly cleaning the facility. And, our much-appreciated PTA is gearing up to welcome families, 
provide volunteer opportunities, and offer other exciting events and programs. We are indeed a joyous and caring 
community with the common goals of nurturing responsible, caring students and promoting high-level learning. 
  
Faculty and Staff 
Each year brings positive change. This includes a few new additions or new arrangements for our staff. We are 
delighted to announce the following team members: 
  
Kindergarten 
Lisa Scott, Beverly Zambrano, Katie Russie, Marisol 
Vásquez, Anai Ramos 
  
First Grade 
Tamar DeFrancesco, Jessica Pineda, Amanda 
Dungan, Margarita Orrego, Angeline Rodríguez 
  
Second Grade 
Debbie Bhalla, Tara Feldmeier, Sheila French, Cecilia 
Ortega 
  
Third Grade 
Helena Holmes, Katrina van der Linden, Tiffany 
Martin/Kimiko Kuruma, Alejandro González, Amy 
Boyarski/Elena Meléndez 
  
Fourth Grade 
Nikki Veach, John Brubaker, Tara McCann, Claudia 
Peñaloza 
  
 
 
 

Fifth Grade 
Richard Garcia, Katie Dobroff, Rachel Adams, 
Agustina Lodoen 
  
Specialists 
Nina Bailey, Teacher Librarian 
Meg Williams, EL Specialist 
Kaisey Hake and Esther Agustin Pérez, Reading 
Specialist 
Becca Gates and Grace Padilla, Ed Specialists 
Ilo Nilson, Speech and Language Pathologist 
Sheri Heise, School Psychologist 
Katie Lindell, CASSY Counselor 
Lea Santini, Music 
Nick DeFrancesco, P.E. 
Susan Emsley, Scott Souter, Alejandra 
Hermandinger, SPECTRA Art  
  
Office 
Davina Byrd, Attendance Clerk 
Siliva Vazquez, Secretary 
Sione Paletua, Eric Handa, Steven Odam, Custodians 
John DiCosmo, Assisstant Principal 
Marcela Simoes de Carvalho, Principal 
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Facilities Update 
If you drove past the school or utilized our outdoor playing spaces this summer, you may have noticed 
numerous maintenance and construction projects. First, we have new parking and drop off circle that better 
delineates parking, drop-off, and student walking spaces and lanes. (See attached map.) Thank you for 
reminding your children to only exit the car from the passenger side and not to linger once they leave the 
vehicle. Our playground was freshly restriped and it looks wonderful! 
  
Student Placement 
A great deal of time, effort, and thought have gone into the process of student placement for the 2019-20 
school year. 
  
Careful consideration was given to balanced classrooms academically and socially. Our class lists are structured 
to provide equitable class sizes at each grade level. Moving students is challenging without causing imbalances 
and inequities. 
  
Thank you so much for being positive with your child and helping him or her understand that it is impossible to 
place all students with a preferred best friend or teacher. All of our staff work hard to make school a positive 
experience for all students. Escondido is eagerly looking forward to enriching your child’s life. Thank you for 
understanding that it can take a few weeks for a child to acclimate to a new grade, peer group, and teacher. 
  
Important Reminders 
Tuesday, August 13th Class Posting - All student room assignments for the 2019-2020 School year will be posted 
in the Multi-Purpose Room (MPR) near the school’s main entrance at 4:00 P.M.  Come meet pick up your new 
school information packet for the start of the school year.    
 
The first day of school is Wednesday, August 14, 2018.  The school day begins at 8:10 A.M.  It is a minimum day 
and all 1st to 5th grade students are released at 1:30 P.M.  Kinder students are dismissed at 12:00 PM.  
 
Thank you for observing the following arrival/dismissal procedures as we prepare for the first day. We 
appreciate your assistance in keeping the children safely supervised. 

• All K-5 students should arrive between 7:55 A.M. and 8:05 A.M. Please do not arrive any earlier that 
7:55 A.M. as staff is not on duty and there is no one to supervise students. 

• Breakfast will begin on Wednesday, September 14, 2019 at 7:50 A.M. Students arriving for breakfast 
should wait in the front foyer beginning at 7:50 A.M. and will be walked to the cafeteria by 
staff.  Students should only arrive at 7:50 A.M. if they are planning on coming into the school MP 
rooms for breakfast. 

• Student dropped off curbside should exit the car only on the left side. Please note that cars that drop 
off in front of the school are asked to pull up to the first cone as directed by supervising staff.  This may 
not be in front of the door but it does allow as many cars as possible to drop off and avoid back-
ups.  Supervising staff will guide children to the front entrance. 

• Parents/guardians should not leave their car unattended. If you need to park please do so in an open 
space. Parking is not permitted along the school curb at any time, and especially during drop off or 
dismissal. 

• Students arriving after 8:10 AM need to report to the main office for a late pass. 
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• At dismissal time, families should wait outside the perimeter of the grounds. Please do not come onto 
campus and sit outside classrooms or in the hallways as this causes a disruption to teaching a learning. 

You will receive additional information from us as the year starts, but as always please feel free to contact the 
school with any questions you may have.  Again, we welcome you back and wish you all the very best in enjoying 
a last days of summer break.  I hope you and your student join me in looking forward to a wonderful school year. 

 
Thank you to our PTA and parent volunteers who are helping prepare for the new school year. Your 
commitment to ensuring that Escondido remains a celebrated and successful school is awe-inspiring. I eagerly 
look forward to greeting students and families again. It continues to be an honor and privilege to serve as your 
principal. Please stop by and say hello. Together, I know we will make this school year one of growth and 
achievement for all children. 
  
Warmest regards,   

 
 
 
 
 

Marcela S. Simões de Carvalho, Ed.D., NBCT 
Principal 

 




